









ANNEX 4

European Studies Institute Bureau Meeting 

Date and time: 10 November 2006 - 15.00-17.00

Place: Residence of the Head of EC Delegation to Russia

Minutes of the meeting

Chairman: 
S. Yastrzhembski

Participants: 
M. Curto, M. Franco, A. Torkunov, M. Entin

1. European Studies Institute state of play:

a. ESI Master's programme – summary of feedback from students (M. Entin).

Mr. Entin reported on results of a students' survey and indicated that the level attendance is such that there are about 40-45 students attending every evening. The next step will be a new students' survey in December. 2006. 

Recommendation: At the next Master's programme to set up a reserve list to replace students that may leave the Master's Programme, for personal reasons or for other reasons. 

b. Brief information about the training at the EC Delegation on 8 December (M. Franco)

Mr. Franco briefly presented the meaning of the training session for ESI students that will be organised at the EC Delegation on 8 December 2006. 40-45 ESI students are expected to participate plus 20-25 students of the Institute of European Law from MGIMO. Should students be interested in a particular topic, staff of Delegation could hold separate training sessions at the ESI premises. For this purpose, an evaluation of the training session will be carried out.  

c. Brief introduction to the conference that will be held on 15 December (M. Entin)

Mr. Entin delivered a brief presentation of the main goal of the conference that will be held on 15 December 2006 – to start creating a network of Russian and EU universities and research centres dealing with subjects related to European studies in order to help the ESI to become member of such network. 

It was recommended to carry out a survey of Russian universities having a department and/or a chair in European Studies or simply training programme in European studies. A list of Tempus projects funded by the European Union in the field of European Studies with Russian universities as participating organisation was provided. 

The Bureau members recommended developing ways how to involve European Universities dealing with European Studies. It was suggest reviewing different options: 

1) To invite interested EU-based universities dealing with European Studies to submit an expression of interest through a call for expression of interest/application; 

2) To ask the assistance of Governing Board members to identify the most relevant EU-based universities in European Studies.

2. ESI short-term plan: 

a. Proposals for the organisation of internship for 25 ESI students in EU training institutions with possible visits to EU institutions in summer 2007 and summer 2008 (M. Entin) 

Regarding period of study abroad for a selected number of ESI students (25), the College of Europe expressed willingness to organise summer courses. 

Nevertheless, the European Studies Institute would appreciate the support of the Governing Board Members to organise period of study in the EU with relevant training institutions dealing with European studies 

To this end, on the occasion of the next Governing Board meeting on 15 December, the ESI will provide the Governing Board Members with information about duration of possible period of study abroad; number of potential candidates; area of specialisation; interest in visiting EU institutions. Hosting training institutions in the EU, in addition to hosting ESI students (preferably in July), they should also organise visit to EU institutions/agencies.

b. Brief explanation of the ESI training offer, including shorter training programmes (state of play) (M. Entin)

Mr. Entin informed the participants that toward the end of February 2006 / beginning of March 2007 a three-week short training programme should be organised for young officials from the following bodies: Arbitration court, Supreme Court, Constitutional court, Moscow regional court.

The ESI will try to establish long-lasting relations with the Russian Ministries, with Services and Agencies (the work is underway) to invite officials from these bodies to apply to the training programmes of the ESI. A dialogue with regional authorities to attract officials from the regions will also start soon. 

c. Proposals for the meeting with Ambassadors of EU Member States in Russia:

· Enrolment of EU students in ESI training programmes: establishing national EU Member-States grants for EU nationals to study at the ESI? (M. Entin)

· proposals for establishing the Board of Trustees 

Mr. Entin suggested adopting the approach of the College of Europe to enrol EU students at the ESI Master's programme, investigating means to for EU MS to provide scholarships for EU students. 

It was proposed on 28 November 2006 to organise a lunch at the residence of the Ambassador of Portugal with EU MS Ambassadors with the following goals:

1) 
To discuss how to attract EU students through scholarships provided by EU countries to study at the ESI; 

2) 
To discuss how EU MS embassies can participate in the Board of Trustees: several options will be discussed: a) entry ticket – sponsoring ad hoc courses; b) entry ticket  - in kind contribution; c) supporting the involvement of national Training Institutions/Universities dealing with European Studies.

d. Proposals to develop ESI networks with EU and Russian training institutions, universities and research centres (M. Entin)

See networking of ESI with RU and EU training institutions.

      e.  Visits to the ESI  of high-ranking officials

Ambassador of Portugal in the Russian Federation said that President of the European Commission, Mr. José Manuel Barroso expressed a wish to visit and even make a conference at the Institute, the next time he'll come to Moscow, 

3. Issues  required by the Governing Board: 

a. Discussion about criteria to recruit professors for the next Master's programme (M. Entin)

b. Discussion about criteria to select students to the next Master's programme (M. Entin)

The draft criteria will be delivered among the Governing Board Members for their comments. Such criteria shall finalised by 15 December 2006, date of the second Governing Board Meeting (the draft criteria are here enclosed).  

c. Brief presentation of the ESI website

The website development is underway. The website will be presented and discussed at the next Governing Board meeting. 

4. Any other issues: 

a. Establishing liaison with RSPP, Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and AEB in order to establish Board of Trustees.

It was proposed to adopt the same approach for all would-be-members of the Board of Trustees (see entry-ticket approach above). 

Annex 1 

Recruitment criteria for teachers - Master's Programme in EU Studies 2007-2008:

Applicants for teaching positions on the Master's Programme in EU studies 2007-2008 must fulfil the following criteria:

· At least 5 years of  proven teaching and research experience in the field(s) relevant to the subject taught at the Master's programme in EU studies

· Relevant publications in recognised national and international specialised reviews on EU and International studies in the field of law, economics or politics.

· Experience as a visiting professor in a foreign country in EU or in Russia and/or NIS in the area of EU studies will be an advantage.

· Participation in international conferences and forums on International Relations and EU Integration Studies

· Member of international associations in EU studies will be an advantage. 

Criteria for the selection of students to the Master's Programme in EU Studies 2007-2008

Applications for the second intake of the Master's programme in EU studies at the European Studies Institute can be submitted by any candidate irrespective of citizenship, higher education institution completed and area of study. 

Applicants from Russia and NIS countries must fulfil the following criteria: 

· Complete higher education degree in accordance with the Russian legislation or the legislation of the NIS country of origin;

· Be fluent in Russian both written and oral; 

· Good command of one language of the European Union both written and oral; 

· Knowledge of a second European Union language will be an advantage;

· Preference will be given to applicants with working experience in fields connected to EU affairs; 

· Research experience and publications in the same area will be a plus.

Applicants from countries other than Russia and NIS must fulfil the following criteria: 

· Complete higher education degree in accordance with the legislation of the country of origin;

· Be fluent in one language of the European Union;

· Good command of Russian language both written and oral;

· Knowledge of a second European Union language will be an advantage;

· Preference will be given to applicants with working experience record in fields connected to EU affairs; 

· Research experience and publications in the same area will be a plus.

