Annex I


The ESI

Regional Strategy 

The Regional Strategy is one of the Areas of Strategic Development of the ESI. It has been elaborated separately on the basis of a request of the ESI Governing Board during the meeting held on September 25, 2008.

Overall objective:

To promote studies and training in Russia in the field of European Union Law, EU economy and EU general and interdisciplinary studies to enhance the cooperation and strategic partnership between Russia and the EU. 

Specific objectives: 

To establish networking with regional Higher Education Institutions/Universities (HEIs) currently providing or envisaging to provide education and training in Russia in fields related to the European Union integration process, institutions and policies.

To help develop and modernize education programmes, ad hoc modules and course material available in existing HEIs in the fields relating to the European Union integration process, institutions and policies.

To organize together with regional HEIs short specialized training programmes and modules in the same fields for the benefit of civil servants dealing with EU-Russia relations in the regional and local administrations.

Approach:

· Establishing the framework for cooperation (formal agreements);

· Organizing Training of Trainers (ToT) at the ESI (methodological seminars);

· Developing and delivering seminars and workshops jointly with HSEs in the regions for local public administrations;

· Establishing regional European studies centers focused on the European Integration and establishing a network with them.

Framework of activities and tentative time table:  

September-December 2008 – signing agreements of cooperation with regional universities and local administration respresentatives,

February 2009– methodological seminar (ToT) with teachers of Barnaul Universities and short-term experimental courses offered to the representatives of administration of the Altai Kray.

March-April 2009 – visits to the regions to hold consultations on joint activities with regional Universities and administrations.

End of April 2009 – methodological seminar at the ESI (Moscow) meant to train teachers from the Russian regions in the field of European studies. 

May 2009 – a pilot training seminar with for the ESI students to be held at one of the regional partner-universities.

