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Outline

Objective: To offer an introduction on human rights protection policy. Part I of the course focuses on the institutional protection of human rights and Part II deals with some hard cases of topical interest. 

Part I: (8 June 2006) Addresses the notion of human rights and the foundations of the current global system of protection. The international human rights regime is complex and its general configuration must be understood. This seminar presents an overview of the main international human rights systems and their mechanisms of protection: the so-called universal system (United Nations); the human rights system of the Council of Europe; the human rights system of the Organization of American States; the human rights system of the Organization of African Union; the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe; and the human rights initiatives in the European Union. Finally, Part I of the seminar summarizes the traditional procedures and mechanisms for the international protection of human rights: State reporting procedures; inter-State complaints procedures; individual complaints procedures; and inquiry procedures. Taking into account the time limit, the methodology of teaching is based on concrete or fictive cases as illustrations in order to explain how the human rights system works. 

Part II: (9 June 2006) Deals with human rights hard cases of topical interest. The seminar addresses the recent case of the Mahomet caricatures published by a Danish newspaper and other European newspapers. This case illustrates the conflict between cultural values but also between rights equally protected such as freedom of expression, freedom of the press, prohibition of hate speech, prohibition of blasphemy and freedom of religion. Russia ratified the European Convention on Human Rights in 1998. Since then, the European Court of Human Rights has ruled 121 cases against Russia. Some of these cases are explained in order to spotlight the concrete functioning of the Court and its legal reasoning. 
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